
SECTION XIII 

CONGRESS & THE UFOs 

Copies of this report have been sent to all Members of 
Congress. If you agree that the UFO subject ought to be 
probed by Congress, letters to your own Congressman or 
Sen:ttors would help to bring about action. We a lso invite the 
suppo~t and encouragement of individual Members o! Congr ess, 
and will cooperate fully in any r easonable invest igation which 
they deem app r opriate. 

It is our firm conviction that the Congress is the logica l 
place for the UFO problem to be ironed out. Our efforts 
to deal directly with the Air Force, to r esolve the issue without 
sensational publicity, have been r ebuffed . Still , we believe the 
m.atte_r can be settled in an unsensational manner without mak ing 
the Air Force a scapegoat. Air Force error s and misinforma­
tion on the UFO subject should be cor r ected (as s hould a ny 
NTCAP errors), so that the public can be r eliably informed. 
Beyond that, the Air Force has a serious mis s ion to perform 
and NICAP has no desire to criticize. 

. UFOs, we believe, are a matter for scientific inquir y. T he 
Air Force, through intelligence procedures, has concluded UFOs 
represent no danger or threat to the national security . There­
fore, there is no reason why the scientific community s hould 
not have complete ~ccess to UFO data a nd be encouraged to 
study the problem from the scientific standpoint. The fac t that 
NICAP (including a large number of scientists and engineer s ) 
disagrees with the Air Force about the nature of UFOs should 
not be construed as an "attack" on the Air Force. Only 
dispassionate scientific investigation can settle the dispute about 
the significance of UFOs. 

NICAP's criticisms of the Air torce are directed only a t 
its specific policies on the UFO subject; parti cula rl y its dog­
matic and "authoritative" approach to the s ubj ec t, and s eeming 
resentment of legitimate requests for more deta iled da ta which 
would allow independent study of the phenomenon. 

Soon after NICAP was formed in late 1956, one of the ma in 
goals established was to press for Congr essional hearings as a 
step toward bringing scientific attention to UFOs. Hearings, it 
was felt, would clarify the problem and bring out information 
about the scope and seriousness of the phenomenon. Hoaxters 
would be exposed, and serious fact separated from misinfor mation. 
Then it would be possible for scientists and others to lend thei r 
skills to a thorough investigation, without fear of ridicule. An 
equ...lly important result would be a more regula r flow of r eliable 
inlormatt.on to the public. 

At first, there was only scattered interest in UFOs among Mem­
bers of Congress. As NICAP began to publish solid information, 
sending occuional reports to Congress, interest picked up. NICAP 
m1::mbtrs also began to write their Senators and Congr essmen 
urglllg them to look into the subject. In June 1960, NICAP s ent 
a con!identlal r eport to Me mbers o! Congress out1.ining the ac­
cumulated evidence. Congressional interest reached a peak in 
1961, when the HOUBe Committee on Science & As tronautics 
began to look into the matter. 

Serious di.Bcuasion of UFO hearings continued until, la te in the 
year, Chairman Overton Brooks died. About the same time, 
NICAP bad nearly exJuwst.ed Its financial resources (alwa ys 
slim), and wa.s forced to send an emergency appeal to its membe r s. 
The response was excellent, but it was too late to a llow ettectlve 
use to continue the drive tor hearings. 

A misunderstanding wiU1 Uie Chalrmanotthe UF'OSubcommtttee 
about Congressional protocol, at the peak ot lntere,t, a lao was a 
setback. ffnwpvpr th .. _, .... n ... ,.P . . .. ",.,_ ...... - . . ...... , 

Then, in answer to letters about UFOs, the House Science & 
As t ronautics Com mittee began stating that the subject was not in 
their jurisdiction, re ferring inquiries to the House Armed 
Services Committee. The Chairman of that Committee also 
opposed UFO hearings. 

Since early 1962, neither Committee has taken any action on 
UFOs. However, inter est has been shown by individual Members 
of Congr ess, including an increasing number of Senators. The 
problem has been to find an appropriate Committee Chairman who 
is willing to unde r take an inves tigation. At the present time, it 
appear s that the Senate Committees on Space andArmed Services 
offer the best chance , although interest could also be r evived in 
the Hous e Committee. 

Chronological List of Statements 

by Members of Congress 
(Fr om letters to NTCAP members; copies on fil e at NICAP) 

1957 
Senator Barry Goldwater (R . Ariz .) - August 31 , 1957 

" I am an Air Force Reserve Officer and have been one for the 
past 27 years and, consequently, I am, indeed , interested in un­
identified flying objects. I, frankly, feel thatther e is a great deal 
to this and 1 ha ve discussed it often with many Air For ce Of­
ficers. 

1958 
Congr essman Willia m H. Ayres (R . Ohio) - J anua ry 28, 1958 

" Congr es s ional investigations have been held and are s till be­
ing held on the problem of unidentified flying objects and the 
problem is one in which there is quite a bit of interest . .. Since 
most of the material presented to the Committees is classified, 
the hearings are never printed. When conclusions are reached 
they will be released if possible. . . " 

Congressman Ralph J. Scott (D. N.C.) - March 13, 1958 
" I quite agree with you that the general public should be allowed 

information thus far known about Flying Objects except, of course, 
in the case where they might become unduly alarmed or panicked 
by such a r evelation ... you can readily understand and appreciate 
the s er iousness of such a reaction. If this information could be 
presented to the American public in such a way as to appeal to 
r eas on and not to emotion, I think it would be a good thing. " 

Senator George Smathers (D. Fla.) - June 26, 1958 
"The subj ect of flying sauce r s ls one in which we all share a 

gr eat inter est . No legis lation is pending in the Congress at the 
present time to r equire that information on the subject be made 
public , but you may be sure that your inter e st in the matte r wlll 
have my attention s hould it come before the Senate ... " 

Congressman Thomas Ludlow As hley (D. Ohio) - July 14, 1958 
" I have made a numbe r of inquiries of the Air Force r e lative 

to its activities in connection with these unidentlfiedfiying objects, 
but have inva riably r eceived comment that evidence to date ls too 
inconclus ive to 1ustaln any theory but that these objects are 
' hoaxe,, hallucinatlon1, o r normal meteorological manifestations.• 
l 1hare your concern ove r the secrecy that continues to shroud 



1959 
fr 111 "Sennt lonkroom" N wsl ll r or S n. tor ,J. l nn 

:1\1 (11. Md .) - M r ch 23, 1060 
'' II \lo, ut r Spa ' Who's Th r ? -- D flnll , s rlous s t ps 

nr ucln(.t m :1de by th Spncc n(.te ncy l ndln s ndlng or , 
ro k t to Ve1111 s, 11 r ur cl llltl f mlly or plan ts, 'clus t r -
d' nl>out onr s11n (which Is l>ut on or million s f such suns, 

which wo c:1 11 'stnrs'). W ' 11 ge t t V nus. N v rth l ss , th r 
nrr thn:sc who cll:smlss th Id r ' flying snuc r s' from oth r 
pl II ts ns preposterous. Is n' t ll s tupid -- and one lled -- for 
us human b lnp;s to think n on ls In th untv r s Is as Int 1-
llp;rnt ns ~ e • re? 

r. 111011s phys I Is l, wh n sked If ll w re poss I bl for the 
plnn t Earth to b d s troy d by nuclea r p w r, answered: 'Y s, 
It tlworcllc:1\ly could happ n, but It Isn't as lf th Ear th w r on 
ofth m.jorpl.n ts.'" 

S nator tuart Symington (D. Mo .) - April 17, 1959 
"Th r I little doubt Urnt the American public has sound 

r . son for b Ing confus d about the existence and nature of th se 
ph nom na. While I am not In a position lo comment on any 
part icular r port, l am c rtain it would be in the interest of 
public und rstandmg if a current and objective evaluation of this 
s1luallon w r issued. 

" Th re are undoubtedly some objects observed directly or on 
r:idarscopcs which are not subject to positive analysis. However, 
the public hould be given all information which would not ad­
vcrs ly affect our nationa l security." 

Congressman Dante B. Fascell (D. Fla .) - May 12, 1959 
" There are many ar eas whe re unrealistic policy keeps vital 

Information from the American people ... Certainly, accurate in­
formation concerning so-called unidentified flying objects, within 
the proper bounds of National Security, should be made available 
immediately to the American people ... " 

Congressman George P. Miller (D . Calif.) - May 15 , 1959 
" I am conce rned, as are most Americans, with unidentified 

flying objects. Surely the public should be kept informed about 
them . On the othe r hand, nothing should be done to create fear 
in the minds of the public ifa reasonable explanation can be made. 
There may be cases where so-called unidentified flying objects 
are part of our scientific research in the problem of outer 
space and missile development. This could not rightfully be dis­
closed lo the public because it would immediately tip our hand 
lo our enemy ... " 

Congressman Walter H. Moeller (D . Ohio) - May 15, 1959 
" 1 cannot help but feel that there may be some justification 

behind some of the UFO reports. I also feel that if there is any 
lnformatlon available within the Government which has not been 
released to the American public it should be made known. I have 
eve ry confidence that the American people would be able to 
uk.e such information without hysteria". The fear of the unknown 
is always greater than fear of the known ... " 

Senator George Smathers (D. Fla.) • May 19, 1959 
" 1 have noted your comments and the articles you marked with 

specific reference to government ' ecrecy' concerning UFOs ... 
I would not oppose open hearings on this subject for I believe 
the public 18 enti tled to know th tacts that can be divulged without 
viola.ting our national security ... " 

Congressman William J. Randall (D. Mo.) - September 1 19G9 
"PerH<mally, J have alway felt that mayb there wu 'aome 

substance in what 11 described u 'UFO' or 'Unidentified Flylnc 
Objects.' I am not certain what Committee would have proper 
jurladlction, but I must treas what difficulty we have ln gettlnc 
lnforma.tlon even on foreign mllltary aid, on the theory lt 11 
trategic or constitutes claaalfled or top ■ecret lnformatlon . . ," 

1960 
s n tor Thoma e J . Dodd (D. Conn.) - F bruary 27, 1960 

"Thank you for your recent letter concerning unidentified flying 
obj els. Thi a la a mall r which has always aroused my interest 
and cu rlosl ty." 

In a t I cnst March 14, S na tor Dodd nlarged on his statement 
In ans wer to a n ws man' s question : " UFOs have never been 
:iccural ly xplaln d. I think there is as much reason to believe 
that th r is som thing to them as there is for believing that there 
Is not. Th re is certainly reason for thinking we don't have all 
th facts and certainly the Senate committee dealing with space 
s hould have all the facts ." 

Congr sswoman Gracie Pfost (D. Idaho) - March 25, 1960 
11 • • • r garding flying objects. I am interested in thi s subject 

also, and you will want to know that after conversing with the Air 
Force D parlment I am not completely satisfied with the Infor­
mation they gave me ... " 

Congressman J. Carlton Loser (D. Tenn.) - April 8, 1960 
11 ••• relative to the present policy of the Air Force in handling 

the problem of unidentified flying objects. . .I am in full accord 
with what you say about the necessity for full disclosure of per­
tinent information to be made our people on any subject of such 
national impor tance ... " 

Congr esswoman Florence P. Dwyer (R9 N .J .) - April 26, 1960 
" I am not one of those who arbitrarily dismiss ' flying saucers' 

as figments of the imagination. I take them seriously, and I 
certainly would have no objections to a careful and reasonable 
investigation of thi s phenomenon. Too many intelligent and thor­
oughly responsible people, who have been in positions to observe 
such unidentifi ed foreign objects, have testified to their conviction 
that such objects exist for me or anyone else to deny the validity 
of their observatio11s. Under careful supervision, and with the 
proper safeguards, I would think that a Congressional investigation 
would be a worthwhile undertaking . 

June 1960: N1CAP began sending a summary of its evidence to 
Members of Congress. 

Congressman Joseph E . Karth (D. Minn.) - August 24, 1960 
11 As a member of the House Committee on Science-and Astro­

nautics, I, of course, have had contact with high Air Force of­
ficers and have had opportunity to hear their comments on and off 
the record on the subject of unidentified flying objects. Despite 
being confronted with seemingly unimpeachable evidence that such 
phenomena exist, these officers give little credence to the many 
reports on the matter. When pressed on specific details the 
experts refuse to answer on grounds that they are involved in the 
nation's security and cannot be discussed publicly. . .I will con­
tinue to seek a deflni~e answer to this most important question." 

Congressman Edgar W. Hiestand (R. Calif.) - September 19, 1960 
(to Secretary of Air Force) 

"I am wondering if we ought now reexamine our policy with 
regard to Unidentified Flying Objects. Won'Lyou kindly suggest 
to your associates that the matter beconsidered? I am appre­
hensive that right now, in the middle ota campaign, some concrete 
and well- documented incident may occur, and a sensational reve­
lation could really hurt. After all, although the UFOs are unknown 
devices, there seems to be enough evidence available to convince 
that they are real rather than imaginary. Therefore what harm 
could complete frankness do? ... " 

•1 

CongreHman John V. Llndaay (R. N.Y.) - October 25, 1960 

demand total ■ecrecy ln the ptherlng of information vital to ouiA 
need■• The · American people are fully capable of \lllderstandlill 
the nature of th11e problems.' •• " .;~i:t • ·, 
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Congressman John W. McCormack (D . Mass. ) - November 4, 
1960 (See photostat] 
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Senator Alan Bible (D. Nev.) - December 6, ·1960 
" Dear Ma jor Keyhoe: Thank you for s ending on to me the 

Confidential Repo r t on Unidentifi ed Flying Objects. 
" l found this Report to be ve ry inte r esting and I certainly do 

app r ec iate your thoughtfulness in making it available to me ." 

1961 

Senator Wallace F . Bennett (R . Utah) - February 16, 1961 
" Dear Major Keyhoe: Thank you for your lette r of February 

12, conce rning unidentifi ed flying obj ects. 
" Certainly, this is an a r ea which des erves our careful study 

and I hope that the Air Force will not keep any ess ential facts 
from the public. " 

• The Late Senator Estes Kefauver (D. Tenn .) - March 30, 1961 
"Uncertainty over UFOs certainly exists and I think it is wise 

to keep an open mind about them. I occasionally hear from 
Major Keyhoe who is with the National Investigations Committee 
on Aerial Phenomena here in Washington, and while I am not 
able to evaluate the Committee's work, I think it should be 
continued ... " 

Congr essman Daniel B. Brewster (D. Md.) - April 21, 1961 
" The Air Force has consistently said, after extensive inves­

tigations, that it can find no information to support the contention 
of some that Unidentified Flying Objects are under intelligent 
control. .. ln this connection, the Air Force has also said that 
it has no c lassified information which would show, or tend to s how, 
such inte lligent control. In my judgment, this is the salient 
point to be r emembe r ed in connection with any a llegations that 
classified information, which is pertinent to the point under 
cons ideration, is being suppressed . Repeated inquiries and other 
e!!orts by the Committee !.ailed to disclose any derogatory in­
!ormatton on this point. Under a ll prevailing circumstances , lt 
ls my current judgment that the Committee should not undertake 
a Congressional investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects ... " 

Cong r essman Horace R. Kor negay (D. N.C.) - May 3, 1961 
" I had a ve r y Inte r esting confer ence with Major Keyhoe 

[NICAP Director ], and I a m continuing to urge the Majority 
Leader, Mr . McCormack, and the Committee Chairman, Mr. 
Overt.on· Brooks , to hold hearings to bring all data and new lntor­
tna tion up to date relative to Unldentl!led Flying Objects," 

1715 

Senator Harry F . Byrd (D. Va.) - May 9, 1961 
" As you know, I a m a member of the Senate Armed Ser~ 

Committee , and this Committee ls fr equently briefed on 
subject matter of your communication . Access to U.F.O. f 
Is necessarily r est ricted . . . " 

Congr essman Pe rkins Bass (R. N.H.) - May 17, 1961 
" I have jus t been put on a s mall 3- man subcommittee of 

House Space Committee to investigate this UFO si tuation . 
will hear va r ious witnesses from the Air For ce , NASA, and ot 
Defense Department offi cials , but these will probably not 
public h~arlngs . .. and would appr eciate your sending me al 
any pa rti cula r points or questions I might ask of these Defe 
Department officials which might thr ow mor e light on the mat 
and answer some of the questions in your own mind . . 

( une: New~ s tor i es began lo appear s tal i ng that the House C6 
mi tlee on Science & A stronautics was considering holding heari 
on UF Os. 

W~lerbury (Conn.) Republi can, June 20: Bulkley Griffin, 
por ting from Washi ngton, said the House Space Committee wo 
conduc t heari ngs, "accordi ng lo present plans of Chain, 
Overton Br ooks. He i s designati ng a subcommi ttee lo hear u 
nesses . Rep. Joseph E . Karth, (D. Minn. ) , will head the subco 
mi ttee it is s lated . . . The ques tion whether all the subcommi , 
sessions wi ll be secret or whe ther some will be pub lic has 
been finally decided ." ' 

In their co lumn June 26, Robert S. Allen and P au l $co ll ; 
ported : "The Unidentifi ed Flying Objec ts , that have been m · 
terious ly appearing over the U. S. for y ears, are going lo be · 
ves l igated by the House Space Committee.'' 

Ju ly 3, N ewsweek , in its " Periscope" column, r eported l ha 
three-man House subcommi ttee would soon start a UFO pro , 
beginning wi th A i r F orce r eports . 

(By Augus t 6, Bul k ley Griffin r epor ted a hitch in the inves 
gation. In a s tory headli ned "Flying Object Probe Out This Sc 
sion," the Waterbur y Republican said no i nvestigation wou ld 
held. "The Air Force is understood lo have succeeded in block1 
it . . . (R eP.) Karth has declared he won 'l serve unless some pz, 
lie hearings are permitted and (Chai rman) Brooks has alwo 
b~en against public hearings . fl is believed, however, that t 
Air Force, as usual, has been urging against any UFO hearin 
at all. '1 

Congressman Thomas N. Downing (D. Va.) - August 4, 19, 
" The Bureau manager of Newsweek informs me that his info: 

mation indicates that an investigation of the UFO phenomenon 
being contemplated by the Science and Astronautics Committe 
The information that I was provided indicates that Congressm: 
Joseph E. Karth of Minnesota may s erve as Chairman of ti 
three-man Subcommittee ... " 

Senator Leverett Saltonstall (R. Mass.) - August 18, 19{ 
" I can assure you that Congressional hearings have been hel 

on UFOs, and the responsible committees continue to receh 
up-to-date reports." 

Congressman Dominick V. Daniels (D. N.J.) - September 12, 196 
"I have discussed your letter with Congressman Karth and 

understand that attention will be focused on the UFO proble1 
during the next Congressional session. Presumably many of th 
issues which you raise will be investigated at that time. . . ' 

Congressman Joseph E. Karth (D. Minn.) - September 19, 196 
(To Major Keyhoe, after misunderstanding about Congressiona 
protocol was cleared up.) 

"Now that we better understand each other, I would hope w, 
could properly proceed with a hearing early next year - providint 
the new chairman authorizes hearings." 

Congressman Joseph E . Karth (D. Minn.) - October 3, 196: 
"Chairman Brooks with whom I had the agreement to conduc 

hearings, as you know, has passed away. What t"he new Chairmai 
will decide, I do not yet know. Sorry I cannot answer your ques­
tion, as to whether or not hearings relative to unidentified fiyinf 
objects will definitely be held, tnaposttlve manner at this time ... ' 

Congressman Bruce Alger (R. Tex.) - November 28, 1961 
"I have studied some of Major Keyhoe's works and have dls­

cussed thls matter with a number of people in my omce ln 
Washington. Certainly, I will not dismiss the questions which 
have been unanswered, but I am afraid we wlll have little success 



in getting more information from the milit a ry s rvlc s . This 
does not mean that I will s top trying ... " 

Congr essman Cha rles A. Mosher (TT . Ohio) - Decembe r 18, 1061 
" We ar e advi sed by Mr. Ka rth 's see r ta ry that no action Is 

scheduled as ye t conce rning hea rings by a UFO subcommittee . 
Mr . Ka rth was na med chairman lo such a subcommittee by the 
la te Congressman Ove rton Brooks . . . The deci s ion to create s uch 
a comm itt ee . . . now r ests with the n w chairman .. . Congressman 
George h ller. " 

1962 
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jFI ing-Object. 
'Probe Out 
,Thi Se sion 
' 
' By B LKLEY GRIFFI 

WASH!. GTON, D. C. - No 

milted and Brooks has always 
been against public hearing3 , 

It is believed howev·.'!r that 
the All" Force, as usual, has 
bt!en urging against any UFO 
hearings at all . The · Air Force 
is the sole official investigator 
and reporte r on UF O sigl\tinp. 
Its repeated story is that all 
the sightings can be explained 
away as fa_miliar objects mis­
identif ied . 

House investigation of the Un- Despite the Air Force pres­
iden tified Flying Obj e c ts sure and prestige, men li~ 
(UFOs) will be held this ses- House Leader McCormack, 
sion. The Air Force is under- Adm. R . H. Hollenkoetter, for­

' stood to have succeeded in mer head of the Central Intel-
blocking it. lige'Dce Agency, a considerable 

1 U. S . Rep. Joseph E . Karth, number 'of veter.an. pilot:s, a few 
:D-Minn., chairman of the sub- former Pentagon officials who 
I committee that was picked to were close to the UFO situation 
' probe the UFO s ituation, pre-
. di eted that hearings will be 
held in the next session of Can-
gress , which starts next Janu-

! ary. Karth may get the backing 
lof House Leader John W. Mc­
Cormack, D-Mass. , in this plan. 

' .Meantime, Sen. Henry M. 
. Jackson, D-Wash., the former 
chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, may call 

me witrresses 'before the Sen­
ate Preparedness Subcommittee 
before the present session ends . 
These would be Government of­

..fi.ci als and such • brief UFO 
bearµigs , • if held , would be 
closed . said the senator. 
• Chairman Overton Brooks 

• D-La : o! the House Space Com­
mittee, who selected the Karth 

·subcommUtee, gives varlo\13 
nasona for not wanting that 
body to start actlon. Karth has 
.decl.Ared be won't serve tmless 
IIOme publlc hearings are per-___ ,....- --- ·- - . 

while in the Pentagon • and oth­
er experts in the field of . the 
atmosphere and its sights, all 
disa gree with the Air Force. 

These persons hold that cer­
tain of the sightings canstitute 
somethin.g 'real and unknown, 
and demand investigation. Lead­
er McCormack, Adm. Hillen­
koetter and others believe the 
Air Force has been withhold­
ing some information. , T h e 
move for congressional · he_ar, 
ings will continue, . it : is indicat-
ed at the Cae~o_l..:..~ ..... .;,.,· ;,......,:..._ __ 

Congressman Ho r ace R . Kornegay (D . N.C.) - January 3, 1962 
" I am r H ur mng to you Fly111g Saucers: Top Secret [by Maj. 

Donald E . Keyhue J along with my expression of gratitude !or your 
lending it to me. I !owld it very Interesting. 

" I s ti..11 r eturn to Washington on January 8 and look forward 
to conferring with Mr. Miller, Chairman of the Space Committee, 
and others on that Committee in connection with the matter of 
holding hearings on unidentified Oying objects In accordance with 
our earlier conversation here In Greensboro, .. " 

Congressman W. M. Abbitt (D. Va.) - January 31, 1962 
" I am very much In accord with your sentiments and am hopeful 

that we can get the (UFO] hearings started In the not too dl1tant 
future .. ," 

1'71 

Congr s s mnn W. Pat Jennings (D . Va.) - February 1, 1962 
" The Air Force, It seems, ls laking the whole subject seriously, 

which ls Important at the mom ent because of the need to maintain 
our Nation's defense In an ever - r eady s la te . It would be helpful 
to hear more of the background on these objects, and I s hall 
awai t th e action of the Space Subcommittee with tnte res t ... " 

Congressma n Hugh J . Addonizlo (D. N.J.) - February 1, 1962 
'' . .. conce rn ing the sub ject of UFOs . .. It Is a pleasure lo 

cooperate in the matter. I have expressed my deep personal 
Interest In ea rly and open hearings to the Committee and I s ha ll 
keep in touch with developments ... 11 

Congressman George P . Mille r (D . Calif.) , Chairman, Committee 
on Science and Astronautics - February 2, 1962 

" I don ' t intend al thi s time to conduct any hearings on UFOs 
since tha t subject really Is not a scientific, research and develop­
ment, nor space related acli vlty. I should think that the S\lbject 
matte r of UFOs is r eally in the jurisdiction of the Armed Services 
Committee since the Air Force has been given the r esponsibility 
to inves tigate all such unusual aerial phenomena ... " 

Congressman Carl Vinson (D . Ga.) , Chairman, Committee on 
Armed Services - February 7, 1962 

" While It r ema ins true that some aerial phenomena r emain 
unexplained, the great majority of the r eports which have b_een 
investigated have been subject to a val ~ scientific explanation. 
As I have previous ly said, we have found no evidence to substan­
ti a te the a llegation that suc h vehicles are under intelligent 
control. 

Charles F. Ducande r, Executive Director & Chie f Counsel, Com­
mittee on Science and Astronautics, House of Repn,sentatives -
March 27, 1962 

"At the present time, the Committee agenda does not include 
any investigations of UFOs. In addition, I must be candid and tell 
you that the Chairman has no plans for scheduling this type of 
investigation in the foreseeable future. 11 

Congressman Odin Langen (R . Minn.) - July 5, 1962 
" It would be my hope and desire that facts in this instance 

(UFOs) may be brought out at an early date so the controversy 
may be cleared up .. . " 

Congressman John B. Ande rson (R . Ill.) - .July 12, 1962 
"I would certainly have no objection to a n investigation of 

AF-UFO policies . .. 11 

Senator Jacob K. Javits (R . N.Y.) - July 19, 1962 
" . .. regarding unidentified flying objects. Reports of investi­

gations made by the Department of the Air Force and National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration indicate there is no foun­
dation to these allegations ... " 

Congressman Harlan Hagen (D . Calif.) - July 20, 1962 
" I have r ead with interest your comments regarding uniden­

tified flying objects. This is a subject which has been of interest 
to me for some time and I am asking the Air Force to furnish 
me with its reaction to your remarks, and for a statement of its 
position with respect to the subject .. . " -- - - ·-

Senator Kenneth B. Keating (R . N.Y.) - July 23, 1962 
"I do feel that more information should be available to the 

general public on this matter, and would favor, of course, some 
Senatorial hearings on UFO problems." 

Congressman Emilio Q. Daddario (D . C.OM.) - September 13, 1962 
"I would certainly be interested In any information [on UFOs) 

that can be developed by the Committee or by the scientific 
Investigators.'' 

Senator Thomas J . Dodd (D. COM.) - September 21, 1082 
"I belleve that hearings would be a good way to help clear up 

the dUferencea of opinion that exist with respect to UFOs. Perhaps 
the Senate Aeronautical and Space Sciences Committee wlll be 
able to conduct hearing•, or another posslblllty la the Senate t 
Preparedne11 Subcommittee, .. " j 
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I n September, NICAP published an issue of the UFO Investiga­
tor (m embe1'sltip publicatio11) c011taining a11 ou tli11e and preview of 
this report. Copies were sen t to all Members of Congress. 
Sample reactions : 

Congressman W. R . Poage (D . T ex.) - Septembe r 22, 1962 
" I have long b een disturbed by these UFOs . I would be very 

much interested in see ing the accumulation of fact s which you 
have assembled . .. " 

Congressman E. C. Gathings (D . Ark.) - Septembe r 24 , 1962 
" l shall be interes ted in see ing a copy of the repo rt your 

Committee is preparing for Congr ess ional dis tribution. 

Congressman F. Edwar d Hebe rt (D . La .) - September 24, 1962 
" I shall certainly apprec iate r ece iving a copy of your r eport 

when it becomes available ... " 

Congressman T homas N. Downing (D. Va.) - September 24, 1962 
" Thank you fo r writing to enclose a copy of the " UFO Inves ­

tigator" , and to a lso bring to my attention your plans to submit a 
r eport on your Committee' s five -year investigation of Unidentifi ed 
Flying Objects. I ve r y much appreciate your thoughtfulness. " 

Congressman Charles Rape r J onas (R. N.C.) - September 25, 1962 
" If you care to s end me the 128-page report on your fiv e-year 

investigation, I will be glad to have it. " 

Senator Jacob K. J avits (R . N.Y.) - October 25, 1962 
" I appreciate your views regarding the ae rial phenomena. 

As you know, the DepartmentofDefense andNASA have r epeatedly 
denied the existence of such objects." 

Congressman J ohn E . Moss (D. Calif.) - Chairman, Government 
Information Subcommittee - December 19, 1962 

" The Subcommittee has no authority to go into the over-all 
question of unidentified flying objects, but othe r Congressional 
co.mmittees may well look into it." 

Congressman Richard H. Poff (R. Va.) - December 31 , 1962 

Senator Gaylord Nelson (D. Wis. ) - January 14, 1963 
'' l s hare your belief that the r e s hould be no unnecessary secrecy 

surr ounding the matter [of UFOs ] and will do what I can to see 
to it tha t r elevant facts are brou~ht out and made available to 
the public. " 

Congr essman John F. Shelley (D . Calif.) - J a nua r y 28, 1963 
" I s hare the concern of my colleagues in Congr ess about the 

gr av ity of the UFO problem . .. my genuine desi r e to see positive 
action taken to l essen the danger caused by UFOs to air travel 
and our national security. " 

Senator Will iam Proxmir e (D. Wis .) - Janua ry 3~ , 1963 
" The NICAP report [outline] is a fine document which does 

much lo subs tantiate the allegation made. You probably noted 
my r emarks that 'The very fact that so many inexplicable inci­
dents have occurred is reason enough for a thorough investigation.' 
I am going to contact the Department of Defense on this matter .. . " 

Congressman Cla rk MacGregor (R. Minn .) - May 28, 1963 
" I would certainly agree with Senator Keating that more infor­

m;tion should be available to the public . I would favor Congress­
ional hearings [on UFOs] which, of course, would r equi r e action 
by the Congressional majority leadership. . " 

Senator Birch Bayh (D . Ind.) - May 29, 1963 
"I too am interested in these aerial phenomena. Some people 

tend to discount UFOs, but I feel that any such lfI'1mown objects 
L----_..bear investigation . . . " 

Senator Vance Ha.rtke (D. Ind.) - June 5, 1963 
" I agr ee ... that a full explanation of the ' Flying Saucers ' 

seems due ... " 

Senator Kenneth B. Keating (R . N.Y.) - June 28, 1963 

" I am not s atisfied that the Air Force has disclosed all the 
information whic h it ha s assembled, and I am hopeful that the 
Armed Forces Committee (of which I am not a member) will see / 
fit to conduct an appropriate inves tigation. " 

" I want to assure you that as a high officer in the military 
myself, I am not overawed or ove_rimpress ed by some of the 
conclusions reached by Air Force officers . As you know, I 
have no hesitancy in taking issue with other government agencies 
as to the dangers facing our country .. . I am sorry that there 
seems to be nothing which I can add to the UFO situation at the 
present time." 

Congr essman Glenn Cunningham (R. Nebr.) - August 8, 1963 

l 

1963 
Senator Milward.,. Simpson (R . Wyo .) - J anuary 8, 1962 

" I have not yet been able to determine that any Congressional 
Committee plans to hold hearings on the UFO problem, but some­
thing may develop after the 88th Congress convenes. I do ~ow 
that the Senate Armed Services Committee plans early hear~gs 
on the entire defense posture and it is possible that the question 
of unidentified flying objects will be brought up during this inves­
tigation. . . " 

" I think it quite possible that the Air Force is withholding 
information about at least a certain number of these [ s ightings 1 
because I have found that the military services in the past have 
sometimes acted in a secretive way in other matters when there 
was really no justification for it. . . " 

Senator Len B. Jordan (R. Idaho) - August 16, 1963 
"Since you are a member of NICAP, I would welcome any in­

formation you might provide me which would improve my knowledge 
of this very mysterious phepomenon ... " 


